
Wisdom from the Outside the Tent
Who was Balaam the Prophet?

Sifrei Devarim 357:40
"And there shall not arise in Israel
again a prophet such as Moses": But
among the nations, there did arise.
And who was he? Bilam the son of
Beor. But there is a difference between
the prophecy of Moses and the
prophecy of Bilam. Moses did not know
who was speaking to him, and Bilam
did know, viz. (Bamidbar 24:16) "The
speech of the hearer (Bilam) of the
words of the Almighty." Moses did not
know when He would speak to him
until He did so. Bilam did know, viz.
"and the knower of the knowledge of
the Most High." Moses did not speak
with Him unless he was standing, viz.
(Devarim 5:28) "And you, here, stand
with Me." And Bilam spoke with Him
when he was fallen, viz. (Bamidbar 24:4)
"The vision of the Almighty shall he see,
fallen and his eyes uncovered."

ספרי דברים שנ״ז:מ׳
ולא קם נביא בישראל כמשה - אבל

באומות קם. ואיזה? זה בלעם בן בעור!
אלא יש הפרש בין נבואתו של משה לנבואתו
של בלעם: משה לא היה יודע מי מדבר עמו,
ובלעם היה יודע מי מדבר עמו, שנא' נאם
שומע אמרי אל ויודע דעת עליון; משה לא

היה יודע מי מדבר עמו עד שנדבר עמו,
ובלעם היה יודע אימתי היה מדבר שנא' ויודע
דעת עליון; משה לא היה מדבר עמו עד שהוא
עומד, שנ' ואתה פה עמוד עמדי, ובלעם היה
מדב' עמו כשהוא נופל, שנ' מחזה שדי יחזה

נופל וגלוי עינים.

When a Seer Doesn't See

Numbers 22:21-31
(21) When he arose in the morning,
Balaam saddled his ass and departed
with the Moabite dignitaries. (22) But
God was incensed at his going; so an
angel of the LORD placed himself in his
way as an adversary. He was riding on
his she-ass, with his two servants
alongside, (23) when the ass caught
sight of the angel of the LORD
standing in the way, with his drawn
sword in his hand. The ass swerved
from the road and went into the fields;
and Balaam beat the ass to turn her
back onto the road. (24) The angel of

במדבר כ״ב:כ״א-ל״א
שׁ ֹ֖ קֶר וַיּֽחֲַב ֹ֔ קׇם בִּלְעָם֙ בַּבּ לֶךְ)כא( ויַָּ֤ אֶת־אֲתנֹ֑וֹ ויֵַּ֖

ף אֱלֹקִים֮ י מוֹאָֽב׃ )כב( ויִַּחַֽר־אַ֣ ךְעִם־שָׂרֵ֥ כִּיֽ־הוֹלֵ֣
ן רֶךְ לְשָׂטָ֣ ךְ ה' בַּדֶּ֖ ב מַלְאַ֧ ל֑וֹ והְוּא֙הוּא֒ ויַּתְִיצֵַּ֞

יו עִמּֽוֹ׃ )כג( ב עַל־אֲתנֹ֔וֹ וּשְׁנֵ֥י נעְָרָ֖ רֶארכֵֹ֣ ותֵַּ֣
רֶךְ וחְַרְבּ֤וֹ ב בַּדֶּ֗ ךְ ה' נצִָּ֣ שְׁלוּפָה֙הָאָתוֹן֩ אֶת־מַלְאַ֨

לֶךְ רֶךְ ותֵַּ֖ ט הָֽאָתוֹן֙ מִן־הַדֶּ֔ ךְבְּידָ֔וֹ ותֵַּ֤ ה ויַַּ֤ בַּשָּׂדֶ֑
הּ הַדָּֽרֶךְ׃ אָת֔וֹן לְהַטּתָֹ֖ )כד( וַיּֽעֲַמדֹ֙בִּלְעָם֙ אֶת־הָ֣

ה ר מִזֶּ֖ ים גָּדֵ֥ ךְ ה' בְּמִשְׁע֖וֹל הַכְּרָמִ֑ רמַלְאַ֣ וגְָדֵ֥
ךְ ה' רֶא הָאָת֜וֹן אֶת־מַלְאַ֣ ותִַּלָּחֵץ֙מִזֶּהֽ׃ )כה( ותֵַּ֨

יר ם אֶל־הַקִּ֑ גֶל בִּלְעָ֖ ץ אֶת־רֶ֥ יר ותִַּלְחַ֛ אֶל־הַקִּ֔
סֶף לְהַכּתָֹֽהּ׃ )כו( ויַּ֥וֹסֶף מַלְאַךְ־ה' ֹ֖ עֲב֑וֹרויַּ
רֶךְ ין־דֶּ֥ ר אֵֽ ר אֲשֶׁ֛ יןוַיּֽעֲַמדֹ֙ בְּמָק֣וֹם צָ֔ לִנטְ֖וֹת ימִָ֥
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the LORD then stationed himself in a
lane between the vineyards, with a
fence on either side. (25) The ass, seeing
the angel of the LORD, pressed herself
against the wall and squeezed
Balaam’s foot against the wall; so he
beat her again. (26) Once more the
angel of the LORD moved forward and
stationed himself on a spot so narrow
that there was no room to swerve right
or left. (27) When the ass now saw the
angel of the LORD, she lay down under
Balaam; and Balaam was furious and
beat the ass with his stick. (28) Then the
LORD opened the ass’s mouth, and she
said to Balaam, “What have I done to
you that you have beaten me these
three times?” (29) Balaam said to the
ass, “You have made a mockery of me!
If I had a sword with me, I’d kill you.”
(30) The ass said to Balaam, “Look, I am
the ass that you have been riding all
along until this day! Have I been in the
habit of doing thus to you?” And he
answered, “No.” (31) Then the LORD
uncovered Balaam’s eyes, and he saw
the angel of the LORD standing in the
way, his drawn sword in his hand;
thereupon he bowed right down to the
ground.

ךְ ה' רֶא הָֽאָתוֹן֙ אֶת־מַלְאַ֣ אול׃ )כז( ותֵַּ֤ ֹֽ וּשְׂמ
ם ף בִּלְעָ֔ ם ויִַּחַֽר־אַ֣ חַת בִּלְעָ֑ ץ תַּ֣ ךְותִַּרְבַּ֖ ויַַּ֥

י ח ה' אֶת־פִּ֣ ל׃ )כח( ויַּפְִתַּ֥ אֶת־הָאָת֖וֹן בַּמַּקֵּֽ
י לְךָ֔ יתִֽ אמֶר לְבִלְעָם֙ מֶה־עָשִׂ֣ ֹ֤ יהָאָת֑וֹן ותַּ כִּ֣
אמֶר ֹ֤ ה שָׁלֹ֥שׁ רְגָלִֽים׃ )כט( ויַּ ניִ זֶ֖ בִּלְעָם֙הִכִּיתַ֔

רֶב֙ י ל֤וּ ישֶׁ־חֶ֙ לְתְּ בִּ֑ י הִתְעַלַּ֖ הלָֽאָת֔וֹן כִּ֥ י עַתָּ֖ י כִּ֥ בְּידִָ֔
ם אמֶר הָאָת֜וֹן אֶל־בִּלְעָ֗ ֹ֨ יךְ׃ )ל( ותַּ הֲלוֹא֩הֲרַגְתִּֽ

י מֵעֽוֹדְךָ֙ בְתָּ עָלַ֗ נךְָ֜ אֲשֶׁר־רָכַ֣ ֹֽ י אֲת עַד־הַיּ֣וֹםאָנכִֹ֨
נתְִּי לַעֲשׂ֥וֹת לְךָ֖ ן הִסְכַּ֔ ה הַֽהַסְכֵּ֣ אמֶרהַזֶּ֔ ֹ֖ ה ויַּ ֹ֑ כּ

רְא י בִלְעָם֒ ויַַּ֞ ל ה' אֶת־עֵינֵ֣ לֹֽא׃ )לא( ויַגְַ֣
ה רֶךְ וחְַרְבּ֥וֹ שְׁלֻפָ֖ ב בַּדֶּ֔ ךְ ה' נצִָּ֣ בְּידָ֑וֹאֶת־מַלְאַ֤

חוּ לְאַפָּֽיו׃ ד ויַּשְִׁתַּ֖ ֹ֥ ויַּקִּ

An Outside Perspective 

Numbers 24:1-9
(1) Now Balaam, seeing that it pleased
the LORD to bless Israel, did not, as on
previous occasions, go in search of
omens, but turned his face toward the
wilderness. (2) As Balaam looked up
and saw Israel encamped tribe by tribe,
the spirit of God came upon him. (3)
Taking up his theme, he said: Word of
Balaam son of Beor, Word of the man
whose eye is true, (4) Word of him who
hears God’s speech, Who beholds
visions from the Almighty, Prostrate,
but with eyes unveiled: (5) How fair are
your tents, O Jacob, Your dwellings, O

במדבר כ״ד:א׳-ט׳
י ה' י ט֞וֹב בְּעֵינֵ֤ ם כִּ֣ רְא בִּלְעָ֗ ךְ)א( ויַַּ֣ לְבָרֵ֣

עַם ךְ כְּפַֽעַם־בְּפַ֖ ל ולְֹא־הָלַ֥ אתאֶת־ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ לִקְרַ֣
ר פָּנָיֽו׃ )ב( ים ויַָּ֥שֶׁת אֶל־הַמִּדְבָּ֖ אנחְָשִׁ֑ ויַּשִָּׂ֨

ן ל שׁכֵֹ֖ יו ויַּרְַא֙ אֶת־ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ ם אֶת־עֵינָ֗ יובִלְעָ֜ לִשְׁבָטָ֑
א ים׃ )ג( ויַּשִָּׂ֥ יו ר֥וּחַ אֱלֹקִֽ י עָלָ֖ רותְַּהִ֥ מְשָׁל֖וֹ ויַּאֹמַ֑
בֶר ם הַגֶּ֖ ר וּנאְֻ֥ ֹ֔ ם בִּלְעָם֙ בְּנ֣וֹ בְע יןִ׃נאְֻ֤ ם הָעָֽ שְׁתֻ֥

ה ר מַחֲזֵ֤ ל אֲשֶׁ֨ עַ אִמְרֵי־אֵ֑ ם שׁמֵֹ֖ שַׁדַּי֙)ד( נאְֻ֕
ל וּגְל֥וּי עֵינָיֽםִ׃ )ה( ה נפֵֹ֖ בוּיֶחֱֽזֶ֔ ֹ֥ יךָמַה־טּ אהָֹלֶ֖
יךָ ישְִׂרָאֵלֽ׃ ב מִשְׁכְּנתֶֹ֖ ֹ֑ יםיעֲַק יוּ)ו( כִּנחְָלִ֣ נטִָּ֔

ים ע ה' כַּאֲרָזִ֖ ר כַּאֲהָלִים֙ נטַָ֣ י נהָָ֑ ת עֲלֵ֣ ֹ֖ כְּגַנּ
ו וזְַרְע֖וֹ לְיָ֔ יםִ֙ מִדָּ֣ יםִ׃ )ז( יִזַּֽל־מַ֙ יםעֲלֵי־מָֽ יםִ רַבִּ֑ בְּמַ֣
א מַלְכֻתֽוֹ׃ אֲגַג֙ מַלְכּ֔וֹ ותְִנּשֵַּׂ֖ ם מֵֽ ֹ֤ לויְרָ )ח( אֵ֚
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Israel! (6) Like palm-groves that stretch
out, Like gardens beside a river, Like
aloes planted by the LORD, Like cedars
beside the water; (7) Their boughs drip
with moisture, Their roots have
abundant water. Their king shall rise
above Agag, Their kingdom shall be
exalted. (8) God who freed them from
Egypt Is for them like the horns of the
wild ox. They shall devour enemy
nations, Crush their bones, And smash
their arrows. (9) They crouch, they lie
down like a lion, Like the king of beasts;
who dare rouse them? Blessed are they
who bless you, Accursed they who
curse you!

ל גּוֹיִ֣ם ם ל֑וֹ יאֹכַ֞ ת רְאֵ֖ ֹ֥ יםִ כְּתוֹעֲפ מוֹצִיא֣וֹ מִמִּצְרַ֔
יו ימְִחָֽץ׃ ם וחְִצָּ֥ ם יגְָרֵ֖ יו ועְַצְמתֵֹיהֶ֛ עצָרָ֗ )ט( כָּרַ֨

יךָ נּוּ מְבָרְכֶ֣ י יקְִימֶ֑ יא מִ֣ י וּכְלָבִ֖ ב כַּאֲרִ֛ בָר֔וּךְשָׁכַ֧
יךָ אָרֽוּר׃ ואְרְֹרֶ֖

Discussion Questions:
● How does the idea that Balaam could be as great as Moshe sit with you?

Should we be learning from other nations? Should we be recognizing their
leaders (political, faith-based, etc.) as worthy of learning from?

● How do we recognize our blind spots (or even recognize when we have blind
spots)?

● In what ways is an outsider’s perspective helpful or harmful to us? Does it
change the way we view ourselves?


